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K-321 Boyd House c. 1888 

Chestertovm 

pr iva te 

The Boyd House, bu i l t under the direct ion of Harry L. Boyd and modeled 
on a house he had s'en in Salisbury, i s one o:̂  the lost s t r ik ing examples 
of small scale Victorian gothic s ty le in Gheste-^ovm. Par t icu lar ly notable are 
i t s s f u l l s ize gables ijith bargebaard trim, which stood out boldly in the i r 
or ig inal aspect, oainted in c )ntr .sting co lors . The house i s a s sen t i a l l y 
unaltered but badly in needQind f u l l deservingNof a refurbishing. 
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DESCRIPTION K-321 

CONDITION 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Boyd Fouse i s a l a t e nineteenth century frame ?ic tor ian dwelling, located on 
the north corner of the in te r sec t ion of Mill and Calvert S t ree t s in Chestertown. 

I t i s b u i l t on an "L" plan . The main wing i s 2 | s tor ies high, 3 bays wide,and one 
room deep. I t has an "A" roof with a near ly ful l width front gable tha t reaches 
near ly t o the peak of the roof. The sout'cv.-est; southaost^ and northeast ( l e f t , 
f ron t , and r i g h t ) gables are trimmed with very prominent decorative bargeboards, 
which a t one time had t he i r borderwork painted with a contrast ing color . The 
house r e t a i n s i t s o r ig ina l clapboard s id ing . 

The front e levat ion of the main wing has a f u l l width 1-story pdrthraifh a f l a t 
roof. The porch has a r a i l i n g of square ba lus te r s ; there^are square posts a t the 
corners , which are but t ressed by wood arches . The cornice i s supported by brackets 
with small ombSientai'dntbliPniaBBdials. The front entrance i s in the northeast ( r ight ) 
bay and has a s ingle pane transon^i above i t . The second story has t h r e e double hung 
windows directlj"- above the windows and entrance on the f i r s t s to ry . All of the win
dows on the house—at the f i r s t and second stories—are 2/2 and have louvered 
s h u t t e r s . There i s one window,with a semi-circular upper sash and a siKiple faafaH 
molding over i t , in the gable . 

The southwest ( l e f t ) elevation of the :nain wing has a 1-story bay window in i t s 
center , which has a f l a t roof and brackets . The second s tory has two windows 
paired under a continuous pla in cornice . Thert i s one window, with a semi-circular 
upper sash and a siirple hood molding over i t , in the gable. 

The southeast ( r i gh t ) e levat ion of the main wing has no windows on the f i r s t and 
second s t o r i e s , but has the single window in the gable. 

The gables have a p la in box cornice: a t the base of each gable i s a short re turn , 
which i s supported by brackets i den t i ca l t o those supporting the cornice on the 
porch. The roof i s covered vriLth composition shingles; there are no chimneys on the 
main section of the house. 

The "L" wing of the house i s squared to the northeast ( r igh t ) elevation of the main 
wing. I t has two s t o r i e s , i s th ree bays long and one room deep, and has an "A" 
roof. I t s main cornice ca r r i e s the same brackets as the r e s t of the house. There, 
is ra / .pair t)f''Vxir!dows "and an entrance on the f i r s t story an ci;"&f.ro'pd i r s sf'-.jindows on 
th^rsecond s to ry , a l l on the soi'thwest side of the wing. There i s a single s tory 
porch with a shed roof running along t h i s s ide of the vring; i t abuts the slightly-
project ing main wing. The cornice of the porch i s also bracketed and i t s posts 
carry the same b u t t r e s s arches as the f ront porch. 

There i s a chimney a t the r ea r of the wing. Beyond the "L" wing i s a 1-story 
f u l l width l ean to addi t ion . According to the present owner, the 2-3tory wing 
i s o r ig ina l and the 1-story leanto was added by the or ig ina l owner, Harry Boyd, 

The ho'ise i s badly in need of pa in t , has a deteriorat ing front porch roof, but 
other wise appears to be in f a i r to good condition, 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



SIGNIFICANCE K-321 

PERIOD 

— PREHISTORIC 
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_ 1600-1699 
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_ 1 800 1899 
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

AGRICULTURE 

JSARCHITECTURE 

—ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES I B B O ' S 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 
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— LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

— LAW 

—LITERATURE 

MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT " O t knOMTl 

— RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Boyd House, b u i l t in the l a t e l880 's under the direct ion of Harry L, Eoyd and 
modeled on a house he had seen in Salisbury, i s one of the ^lost s t r ik ing examples 
of small-scale Viotiorian gothic s ty le in Chestertown, 

By building a full-width gable on the front of the house, the designer has enabled 
the house's pr inc ipa l decorative fea ture—its prominent baregboards—to affect three 
elevat ions and thereby make a basic contribution t o the bui lding 's overal l shc^De, The 
effec t i s t o square the top of the s l i g h t l y oblong house, giving i t somevrtiat the 
aspect of a tower. This mildly gothic effect was or ig ina l ly en^jhacized fvirther 

by the contrast ing paint on the borders of the bargfboard. 

The other d i s t inc t ive aes the t ic feature of the house i s the r e s t r a in t shown in the 
choice of the other decorative d e t a i l s . They tend to ]?alance or a s s i s t i t s 
pr inc ipa l feature r a the r than conpete with i t . The front porch and bay windovr 
help t o balance the "'wight^ a t the top of the house. The porch bu t t ress arches 
echo the arch shape of the bargebosrds and the hood moldings over the semicircular 
sash of the gable windows. The cornice brackets throughout the house are decorative 
t o complement the highly decorative work on the bargebosrds, but the pendents are 
notably small. At several very tempting places on the house—the cornice over the 
paired windows, the front entrance, for two examples—plain decorations have been 
chosen over ornate ones. As much of the success of the house's expression of 
Victorian s ty le l i e s in i t s r e s t r a i n t as in i t s basic bold statement. 

The house remained in the Boyd family for two generat ions. I t passed through 
several families in the 1920's and was then purchased by James T, Dixon, J r . , 
whose family have held i t ever s ince . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



K-321 

MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON gEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION Beginning at the intersect ion or tne nortneast s iae oi 
Calvert S t r ee t v i th the northeast sdie of Mill Street and running thence in a north
e a s t e r l y d i rec t ion with the northwest side of Mill St reet 52 f ee t , 2 inches, more or 
l e s s , to the landis of George E. Gorsuch, thence in a n^rthwesterlydirection at r i g h t 
angles with Mill S t ree t 105 f e e t , 2 inches, more or l e s s , to the northeast side of 
Calvert S t r e e t , and thence in a southeaster ly direction with the northeast Tgfiida. 
side of Calvert S t ree t 105 fee t , more or l e s s , to the place of beginning. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Robert Nei l l His tor ic Si te Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION ' DATE 

Maryland Historical Trust / Town of Chestertcwn April, 1976 
STREETS. NUMBER TELEPHONE 

CITY OR TOWN STATE ' 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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Title Search on 3oyd House 

Thomas W. Sliason,Jr. to Harry L. Boyd SB 1 5U7 (I88I) $U00 
(part of land house is built on) 

Charles 3. York to Harry L. Boyd SGF 2 138 (l893) $22^ 
(ad-̂ itional piece of land) 

Bernard F. Boyd, Mary Boyd, and Helen Boyd to Owen C. Snith APR 5 79 (1919) 
(heirs of Harry L. Boyd) 

Owen C. Siith to A Howard Covey and wife RRA 3 269 (192U) 

A. Howard Covey to Zdward A. Richardson and Annie 3. RRA 9 2Ul (192?) 

Ed-rard A. Richardson and wife to James T. Dixon, Jr. and Clara RAS 3 2̂ 2 (1929) 

Clara 3. Dixon and "lar-'orie ";ixon Sramble, loint tenants 1'KG 56 626 

Marjorie P. Bramble, ŝ orviving tenant (1976) ' 
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